MY FRIEND, ‘SISTER”
AND HEROQ(INE)

by Melody M. Nuriez

different people. One dictionary source defines the female

hero, a heroine, as a woman admired and emulared for her
achievements and qualities. Based on that information, and on the
insistence of my heart, I knew I had to write about Gloria Page.

I “met” Gloria over the phone on the first anniversary of
the September 11th tragedy, in 2002. At the time, I was the
e-commerce manager for Stampington & Company, and it was a
rather melancholy day for me — uniil I spoke to Gloria. She was
returning my call from the day before, as I needed to order some
copies of her book titled Holy Moly Mackeroly! Though she was in
Missouri, far removed from where [ sat in California, we formed a
fast connection as our words danced over the phone lines.

Though it may sound dramatic, Gloria helped restore my
faith in humanity that day — with her kindness, her genuine
warmth, and her open and friendly heart. When I hung up 1 fele
blessed to have spoken with her. I had no idea how many more
blessings I would receive from
this amazing woman.

Shortly after our conversation,
Gloria invited me to join an
online art group based on her
book. Her kindness, generosity,
and loving spirit inspired me,
and carly on Gloria and 1
decided we were sisters somehow
separated and then reunited by
the universe. 1 knew 1 was lucky
to have gained such a wonderful
big sister and friend.

Gloria is truly unique. She's
an accomplished artist and is
incredibly ralented, yer is very
humble and appreciative for each
step in her progression artistically
and professionally. The ultimate
nurturer and caregiver, she
showers love and kindness on
her family and friends. Though
I've been the lucky recipient of
many gestures of her kindness,
one stands out particularly clear
in my mind.

Wed known each other less
than a year, and had yet to meet

. Hfm" is a charged word — one that means different things to
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in person. Gloria knew I had a nasty cold, and I was home feeling
miserable when the doorbell rang. In came a box from Missouri,
which I opened eagerly. The contents were beautifully wrapped
(Gloria’s presentation is always top-notch!), and shed gifted me
with tea, a jar of local Missouri honey, and honey candies 1'd had as
a child. I was touched to my core — that she would to go to such
trouble to care for me long distance — and 1 laughed and cried ar
the same time. That care package was proof of love — proaf [ was
lucky and blessed to have a sister of the heart.

Though she emanates a bright light, Gloria’s life has not been
without challenges. Her courage in facing such challenges has
made me admire her even more. The one she's currently facing
is a big one. On Thanksgiving Day 2007, Gloria celebrated one
year as a breast cancer survivor, and has adopred a powerful motto:
LiveStrong — LoveStrong — FightStrong! Her fight continues, as
does her zest for life and her abundant love.

Most of us will face adversity in our liferime. What defines
us is how we choose tw
handle ourselves in those
difficult situations. Do we
close ourselves off and inflice
negativity on ourselves and
those around us, or do we
move forward and conrinue
to love, hope, and give it our
all? 1 strive to be one who
loves, hopes, and continues
to give when facing darkness.
[ like to think I'm like my big
sister, Gloria, in that respect.

Though she’s wo modest
to accept the title of hero,
she’s my hero all the same —
someone | greatly admire and
truly hope to emulare. +
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Hﬁ':ﬂlﬁ M Nufiez & an artist and
writer rexiding in Californic. 1o see
more of Melodys work, wisic her Wb
site af www.melodynuner.com

T learn ware abont Gloria Pige, visir
ber Webr sire ar WWW.IMPrESSionsan,
com. 1o fearn mare abour Gloriay new
DVD by Crearive Catalise Production,

waset www.oopvideos. com.



